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SAVE THE
DATE

Spring Spree

Fine Cleanup Crew
At Xcel Energy’s 7th annual day of service, nearly 30 employees, retirees and family members picked
up litter, tidied the nature play area,
scrubbed down the picnic pavilion, harvested
wildflower seeds, and
widened some trails in
preparation for Pumpkin Night in the Park.
All huge improvements. Thank you!

Short Takes
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

To learn about the Nature Center at springbrooknaturecenter.org hover About Us, then select
For Nature Center Upcoming Events
hover Events, then select
For event, party or meeting rentals
hover Events, then select
To learn about the Foundation
at springbrookfoundation.org
hover About, then select
We are always looking for volunteers at the Nature Center and the Foundation. Call or email.

Saturday, March 2, 2019
Watch for details
Plan to attend
Fun and educational
For a great cause
______________________

To receive Springbrook
news by email, go to
springbrookfoundation.
org then click on
Communications,
then click on Sign Up
to complete the form
______________________

BOARD OPENINGS
The Springbrook Nature
Center Foundation Board
of Directors is recruiting
Board candidates. Go to
springbrookfoundtion.org

click Board Openings,
then call or email to inquire.

Saturday in the Park
Spirited music, free ice cream, mud pies in the playground, and
agreeable hikes anyone? The
July 28, 8th annual Saturday in
the Park was a very pleasant
early evening at Springbrook
Nature Center. With perfect
weather, the Fridley City Band
(photo) played several sets,
including a selection of traditional German songs. Hundreds of free ice cream cones were
“dished out” (Senator Carolyn Laine
helped - photo), featuring Fridley's
own Grandpa's Homemade Premium Ice
Cream. Be sure to attend the July
2019 Saturday In The Park.

Camp Scholarships
The Springbrook Foundation provided 14 full-week, summer camp
scholarships to qualifying campers from across the region. This
summer over 450 campers had a grand time
learning about wildlife, getting wet discovering what lives in the wetland, creating art,
solving problems, and learning survival
skills, all while being surrounded by nature.
Volunteer Junior Leaders learned leadership
skills under the supervision of our fabulous
naturalists, insuring each camper had a
great experience. Be sure to sign-up your child next summer.

Leave a Legacy
Many “naming and recognition opportunities” are available to
persons or organizations who want to leave a noteworthy legacy.
Examples of modest gifts are a plaza paving stone,
a tree or a bench (photo) with an inscription of your
choice, installed amidst this beautiful park. Go to
the SNCF website, hover on Donations, then Overview, and click on Recognition Donations for gifting.
Or call 800-675-4317. To leave a lasting legacy, now’s the time.
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Pavilion Activity Center Update
Good news! A Pavilion Activity Center (PAC) is coming to Springbrook. In June, Springbrook Nature
Center was awarded a $150,000 grant from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Outdoor Recreation program to help fund the
construction of a new, multipurpose PAC.
The SNCF, the SNC staff, and City of Fridley
officials have been partnering to fund, design, and construct the PAC near the existing picnic shelter. (The 30 year old picnic
shelter needs major repair and is of very
limited capability.) Thankfully, the City of Fridley has agreed to match the DNR grant. Together,
these funds cover most of the estimated PAC cost. We are seeking additional donations and in-kind
contributions to fully fund the construction. The new PAC facility includes an enclosed three season
activities space, two rest-rooms, a concessions area, and a picnic shelter, all adding significantly to
SNC programming capability. Construction is expected to begin early spring 2019

We Are Marching
What do Tower Days, 49er Days (photo),
Jamboree, VillageFest, and Stockyard Days
have in common? They are summer 2018
local community celebrations that feature
parades in which SNCF Board members
marched on behalf of the Nature Center.
Carrying signs, pelts, antlers, and other natural artifacts, it was hard to keep up with
the parade pace as many viewers wanted to
touch or chat.

Autumn Sampler
Where could you have enjoyed a night of
beverage tastings, cool give-aways, and
tasty food samples, while raising funds
for a good cause? By attending the 2nd
annual Autumn Sampler event at the SNC,
hosted by SNC, SNCF, the City of Fridley, and Fridley Liquor. At this September 14 community building event, over 100 guests enjoyed live music, won some cool items and had
rousing conversations. Plan to attend next year! It was great fun.

On Saturday, October 20, scads of Pumpkin Night in
the Park attendees enjoyed tasty snacks and hardy
food served by the SNCF Board. Board members
worked diligently to plan, setup, and feed the families, volunteers, staff, and law enforcement folks, all while earning a
few dollars for Nature Center
related projects. Thank you for patronizing our concession stand and come visit us next year!

Thank You Xcel

Concerts in the Park
Surrounded by beautiful forest and prairie flowers in our outdoor amphitheater, three delightful
free concerts (plus five other amphitheater events) were sponsored last summer by the Nee Family and Magenic, in honor of
Kay Bonner Nee and William Nee. In June, The OK Factor, cellist Olivia Diercks and violinist Karla Colahan (photo), performed playful, folk-inspired music influenced by Americana
and Irish fiddle styles. July brought us Bernie King and the
Guilty Pleasures who played a bit of blues, bluegrass, rock, and
kitchen-sink - music some fans call “blues-grass”. In August,
Tina Schlieske’s performance featured a blues driven, raspingly passionate, vocal style reminiscent of Janis Joplin. Plan to attend the summer 2019 concerts and other amphitheater events.

Yum! Yum!

Contact Info
Springbrook’s internet website presence
has evolved into two fine working websites, a Nature Center (SNC) website
(springbrooknaturecenter.org)
(763) 572-3588
and a Foundation (SNCF) website
(springbrookfoundation.org).
(800) 675-4317
The first site focuses on Nature Center business and the second on Foundation business.

Feeling Generous?
Go to giveMN.org
Type Springbrook
Click DONATE
THANK YOU!
Give to the Max
Day—Nov. 15, 2018

An Xcel Energy grant was received for a new exhibit
of colors and patterns in nature. An interactive light
board on a wall will show natural patterns such as
snowflakes, tree rings and flowers that visitors can
recreate. A portion of
an International Paper
grant will help fund
this exhibit.

Exceptional Tom
For nearly 10 years, volunteer Tom
Keerl has been continuously updating
our donor database, mostly while residing out-of-state. Exceptional Tom
has retired from this task. Thank you,
Tom, for all your support. Be well.

Well Done Peter
Peter Matern (Troop 714, Spring Lake Park) completed his Eagle Scout
Project with help
from a family friend
and his troop. They
removed a deteriorated platform and
built a superb new
wildlife observation platform on the eastern edge of
the wetlands. His family and troop donated all the
platform materials. Well done, Peter!

